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Many of us came to the barges because ‘we used to see them when
we were kids’. Skipper Mick Lungley, guest of honour at the
Jubilee Lunch, was no different, as he explained during his
reminiscences.

Ninety members sat down to a 3 course meal at the Old Royal Naval College,
Greenwich on the 8th March. In the grand surroundings much enjoyment was
had in meeting past friends, recounting sailing trips, catching up on news and
also in making new acquaintances.

Following the meal Chairman Brian Dawson spoke of his pleasure at seeing
the Club, now Trust, reach this amazing milestone and of his hopes for its
continuing success.

He also welcomed personally a founding member, Mr. Phil Bryant, who told
of his enjoyment of sailing with friends over the years and ended with an
instruction to ‘keep the flag flying!’

Mick, seen right with wife Margie, then
related how as a youngster living by the
Stour he had become fascinated by the
barges, hitching rides whenever he
could, getting to know the boats and
crew who worked out of Ipswich and
Mistley.

Initially prevented by his Father’s
instruction not to join the barges for a
living, eventually the time came when
he could look for a position as Mate.

Continued on back page

Mick Lungley with his wife Margie

Diamond
Jubilee
Lunch

There’s quite a lot of important
information in this issue: the sailing

programme, working party dates
and a final call for subscriptions.

Please take time to read through it
all and I hope you enjoy the lead

article.

I greatly enjoyed the dinner and
thank you to those who came to
introduce themselves and offer
material for the newsletter. I
appreciate all contributions.

Ali Mercer

Elsewhere  in this issue you will read
something  of our  60th  anniversary
lunch which was a very happy affair
indeed and it was a pleasure to meet

up with so many old friends once
again.

I am writing these few lines on
Monday 10th March and it is

blowing upwards of Force 9 outside
so it is a bit difficult to contemplate
sailing but I do hope that you have
been able to look at our programme
and send off a booking to Andrew
Berry or that you have organised a

charter with David Gibson. 

Remember that time slips by and
that we have a finite number of

opportunities. Like you I remember
well the frustrations of last season

but these are behind us now and we
are looking forward to a new season

and we hope that you will be
participating in it.

Mention was made in the last issue
of our moving forward with a

broader based operations structure
and I am please to tell you that we
are going ahead carefully and I am

very grateful for the input and
support of both your existing

Committee members and those
additional Trust members who have
come forward to assist. These things

take time but we will get there!

COMMENT

BRIAN’S BIT



Subscriptions 2008 

Last Call!!

Have you renewed? If you are
uncertain please do drop Jane an

email on
jane.dawson40@ntlworld.com 

or give Brian a call on 01223 471051
on any weekday and we will be happy

to check for you.

Your continued support of the Trust is
really appreciated.

Thank You!

SAILING SEASON

Booking Update

We hope to see you at one or
other of these events. They are a

great chance to catch up with
people, remince about the old

days and exchange news. You’ll
also be helping to raise much

needed funds!

4 th May
Diamond Jubilee
Sponsored Walk

For the Joint Benefit of the
TSBT and the RNLI

The date is the Sunday of the May
Day bank holiday weekend,

coinciding with our Open Days.  The
Mayor of Maldon has accepted our

invitation to attend. 

We will need many volunteers to act
as marshals and numerous other

tasks.  We also want lots of walkers
young and old, with friends that will

sponsor them.  Look out for more
details in the next two Newsletters.

Dates For Your Diary

EVENTS

Day, Family and Youth Sails
Is there someone you’ve been trying to bring along for a sail, but they don’t
want to commit to a weekend? Day sails are a great way for someone to test
the water and the trip down the Orwell and into the Stour for lunch is a
great experience. These day sails are also open to youngsters (5 years and
up), so accompanied kids/grandkids are welcome. Our families loved it last
year. Youth sails are open to 12-18 year-olds without parents/guardians
having to accompany them and we try to fit in as much variety as possible.
For more info call Phil Chatfield on 01206 395 780.

STOP PRESS...

In addition there is an extra trip
available in Pudge, Maldon-Medway-
Maldon, to include the Medway
Match.

Organised by Skipper Terry
O’Sullivan, board on the evening of
26th May, return on 1st June.

This is a great chance to experience a
longer trip without having to charter
a whole vessel.

Individuals are invited to book in the
usual way, the prices standard Trust
sail rates.

All bookings to Crewing Secretary
Andrew Berry:

29 Northney Rd., Hayling Island,
Hants. 

PO11 0ND
02392 469139 

(before 9pm please)
crewing@bargetrust.org

Trip
No.

Month Days From/To Trip Description Places
Available

1 May 10/11 Maldon/Ipswich Coastal Passage & Taxi 7
2 17/18 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 9
3 Bank Hol 24/25/26 Ipswich River Ore 5
4 31/01 Ipswich Walton Backwaters 2
5 June 07 Ipswich Ipswich Day/Family Sail 10
6 08 Ipswich Ipswich Day/Family Sail 10
7 14/15 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 3
8 28/29 Ipswich Pin Mill Match 3
9 July 05/06 Ipswich Essex Rivers in Pudge 8
10 Ipswich Thames Match & Passages 0
11 19/20 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 8
12 25/26/27 Ipswich Blackwater Match & Passages 5
y1 28 Ipswich Youth One Day Sail 12
y2 29/30 Ipswich Youth Two Day Sail 10
13 Aug 02/03 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 8
14 08/09/10/11 Ipswich Swale Match & Passages 4
15 16/17 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 10
16 22/23/24/25 Ipswich Rivers Ore & Deben 10
17 30/31 Ipswich River Stour & Mistley Quay 9
18 Sep 06/07 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 9
19 13/14 Ipswich/Maldon Coastal Passage & Taxi 6
20 20/21 Maldon Essex Rivers 9
21 27/28 Maldon Essex Rivers in Pudge 0
22 Oct 04/05 Maldon Essex Rivers in Pudge 8
23 11/12 Maldon Essex Rivers 10



Sadly, we have to report the passing away of Charlie de Caluwe, a long-standing member of the Club
and Mate. Bob Wood writes of a few of many memories:

‘Charlie was born in London, living in Forest Gate, Stratford. There, as a young man, he joined a cycling club where he
and Frances cycled around the countryside on a tandem. Moving with his wife Frances to Kingston-upon-Thames, he
had a 16ft sailing boat on which he sailed regularly and took his friends for trips.

He would have known about Thames Barges because of living in London, so he joined the Thames Barge Sailing Club
and became friends with Tom Johnson, Gordon Chell and myself amongst others. There were still some barges working
on the river and the TSBC was formed to preserve some of them: working at Hoo, everyone scraping off barnacles,
caulking plans, preparing sails and getting very smelly and muddy, as well as visiting the pub! Some of the more
experienced members took charge and assisted the Skippers and Charlie was one of these. When the barges were raced
he was made duty Mate: this was one-up on his friends.

He worked for the Milk Marketing Board in Kingston and when he retired, he and Frances decided to move to Stalham
so they could sail on the Broads, perhaps because Frances came from Norfolk.’ Charlie has generously bequeathed the
Trust £1000 in his will.

The Trust has also been the recipient of  over £500 pounds, donated by the family and friends of Fred Nixon in lieu of
floral tributes following his passing away last November. Though not a member, Fred loved the barges and sailed for
the past 14 years, taking photographs which he exhibited through the Ipswich and District Photographic Society.
Our condolences and thanks go to all.

OTHER NEWS

WINTER WORK

Winter is fast disappearing, the
mince pies are a fading memory and
Easter is almost upon us. Since last
October the annual maintenance
work has been going ahead at
Maldon and now the pressure’s on to
get all finished in time for the Open
Days and sailing season.

As ever, there is still much to do and
one of the regular team of helpers,
Dave Perkins, wants to give his
encouragement to anyone thinking of
coming along to a working weekend: 

“ This weekend we had roast pork
followed by home made bread and
butter pudding and breakfast was
provided for all those who stayed on
the barge. There is a fun night to be
had with friends on board, with
quality food and if someone wants to
stay on board they will not be the
only person and the barge is heated!
People do not need to pre-book: as
long as we know by 2.30/ 3 o'clock on

Work, Rest and Play
Saturday afternoon, that is fine.
Hopefully, new people will come
along to boost the number of workers
and we can build a greater, more
social Barge Trust. The more people
that turn up, the more work gets
done, the more fun we can have.”

Skipper Tim Jepson who heads much
of the winter work writes, “ We are at
the time of year when we have to
think about rigging our two barges
and also putting them on the blocks
at Cook’s Yard to clean them up and
paint the hulls. As far as Centaur is
concerned we are going to rig out
over the long Easter weekend and
the Pudge is being rigged out the
weekend after .

We need to have plenty of helpers for
this: the sails are heavy and once they
are bent on the mast needs heaving
up. The bulk of the job will be over
Friday and Saturday, weather
permitting, and there will be work to
do on Sunday for those who feel like
staying on. If anyone wishes to stay
onboard overnight, they are
welcome.

The blocking weekend is April
12/13th : again we will need plenty of
helpers with boots or waders to clean
the underside of the barge and paint
the sides. If there are lots of helpers

and the weather is good the job goes
quite quickly. Pudge will be on the
blocks on April 19/20th .

Thanks to all those who have helped
over the winter, we have had record
numbers turn up recently: last
Saturday the headcount was 23. It is
great to see so much enthusiasm and
it makes it more fun too.”

So there you have it: absolutely no
excuse not to come down and lend
your much-needed skills. And take it
from me, the bread pudding is well
worth going for!

So take a look at the dates in your
diaries and see if you can come along.
We’ll be happy to see you.



NEWS

SNIPPITS

DIAMOND JUBILEE 
Continued from front page...

The Venture was being worked on at the yards by Ipswich dock and when she
was finished her Skipper was still in need of a mate. Mick asked if he could go
and the Skipper asked somewhat doubtfully of this young strip of a lad if he
was up to it. Mick’s reply was, ‘I wouldn’t have asked if I didn’t think I was.’

And so he embarked on his career, learning quickly how to ‘get the grub in’ and
how to live with the idiosyncrasies of skippers. His first trip, loaded both ways
Ipswich to London and back, earned him £55. It wasn’t always so good:
waiting at the Woolwich buoys, they had to skull ashore to use a public
telephone to see if any orders had come through, with the frequent answer
being, ‘try again later’. It soon had him well practiced at skulling in a tideway!

The first Skipper he worked with passed away, to be replaced by a young
Skipper off the motor barges. One day as Mick finished battening down after
loading with flour, the Skipper came aboard and said ‘I’m off’ and off he went
to another job! There was Mick with a barge ready to go and no Skipper, so he
went to the boss and asked if he could take her. Again rather doubtfully the
man asked this youngster if he could manage it, to which came the answer, 
‘I wouldn’t have asked if I didn’t think so’.

He was given the go-ahead as long as he could find an experienced Mate
willing to go along with him. The even younger man to volunteer was Pat
Fisher, so off went this young crew down the Thames.

At this point, Mick confessed to an incident he hadn’t told anyone else: whilst
sailing down Long Reach, he tried to use as much room as possible in order to
turn into a nice long broad in the next reach, reducing the number of tacks
needed to proceed. Unfortunately, the tide started to take her head round and
she wouldn’t answer to the wheel. Thinking, ‘Oh no, what do I do now?’, all
Mick could do was wait while she  gybed, turning a circle in the river... He
learned his first lesson against ‘borrowing the mud’.

There were many more tales to tell, but he ended by saying how important it
was that the Trust now continues the good work of preserving the barges and
the skills to sail them so that in the future we will still hear the cry, 

‘Sailorman Ahoy!’

USEFUL CONTACTS...

Membership: Jane Dawson
8 Birch Close, Ely, Cambs. CB7 4TJ

01353 614096

Crewing Secretary: Andrew Berry
29 Northney Rd., Hayling Island, Hants. 

PO11 0ND
02392 469139 (before 9pm please)

crewing@bargetrust.org

Charter Secretary: David Gibson
01621 893674

charters@bargetrust.org

Archive and Newsletter: Alison Mercer
Gamma Cottage, Kerridge's Cut, Mistley. 

CO11 1JT
01206 395780

ali.mercer@bargetrust.org

Report

Mr. Frank R. Turner Talk: 
“The Maunsell Sea Forts”  

15 th February 2008

This was a very interesting talk,
announcing work on preserving the
Redsands Fort.  Mr. Turner has an
encyclopaedic knowledge of these

structures.  He extends an invitation
to our Barges to visit Redsands, if
conditions are suitable for coming

alongside and workers are present to
show you round.

Submissions

Particularly out of season, we are in
need of articles, pictures, poems,

sketches etc. for the newsletter. Do
you have something you’d like to

share?
If you have, you can send it via e-

mail or post: see contacts below. I’m
happy to type up handwritten or

typed copy and scan photos or other
pictures. If you’d like something
returned, please supply a S.A.E.

Please don’t post anything valuable
or precious!

Unless otherwise credited, all copy, photos and artwork are by Alison Mercer


