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COMMENT

It's been a busy month with two
great Matches and both our Barges
in action. Please take note of
Andrew’s encouragement to book a
sailing trip: we really are in need of
every bit of support if we're to take
Pudge into her next vital restoration

phase. We hope you like the window
stickers: please display them
proudly and attract some attention

our way... Ali Mercer

BRIAN'S BIT
‘Spritsail’ Journal

Could | make an appeal for any
material for the proposed 'Spritsail’

I am looking to produce by about
October. Articles, photos etc. can be
sent to 8 Birch Close, Ely, Cambs.
CB7 4TJ or e-mailed via the Editor.

Gift Aid
| have recently agreed with HM
Revenue & Customs on our Gift Aid
tax refund for last year and we will
shortly be receiving about £1,750 as
a result.

Very sincere thanks to all of our
members who made donations
under the Gift Aid Scheme.

Pin Mill Match

Saturday 28th June dawned bright and breezy, turning into the

perfect Match day. Both Pudge and Centaur took part and with 17

other Barges they enjoyed some good racing.

Martin Atkinson writes:
You couldn’t ask for 4 better days sailing than | just had as Third
Hand on atripin  Pudge to the Pin Mill Match!

Malcolm Ginns and his party of charterers were blessed by great weather, a
brilliant sail without the engine being fired up all the way from Maldon to
anchor at the Rocks in the River Deben on the Thursday, and best of all a win
in the Restricted Staysail class at Pin Mill on Saturday.

At the prizegiving, Skipper Rick Cardy picked up cups for First in Class, First
Round the Outer Mark and the special

award for Overall Excellence — a well
deserved award, as I'm told Pudge is
completely transformed after the hull
rebuild carried out by Rick and his
team over the last couple of years.

We started third over the line, but
before Collimer had romped past m
Cygnet and Centaur and we even
seemed to be catching up with the class
B barges, before rounding our outer
mark at the Medusa. Turning back up
the Orwell against the westerly wind
was an exciting time — | think the best
viewpoint must have been on the decks _
of the moored yachts as we missec|
them by well-judged slender margins!

Centaur followed by Cygnet

Continued on page two...



EVENTS
Pin Mill Match

..From front page

I'm reasonably new to sailing in
barges, but I'm sure Pin Mill 2008
will remain as one of my best
memories of sailing with the TSBT!

Ought to add a postscript to this
saying Pudge can be chartered for
competing in matches (subject to
agreement) and training as a 3rd
Hand is a brilliant experience — |
can't understand why there isn't a
gueue of people wanting to do both!

Tim  Jarvis reports  from
Centaur : Great news from Saturday
that Pudge won class C by a long way
from Betula & Centaur. We had a
good race against Betula. We
managed First Over the Line in
Class C, butPudge & Betula passed
us going downriver. We passed
Betula again outside, they briefly got
ahead again in the docks before we
overhauled them once more. Sadly,
they passed us for the fateful last time
in the short tacking required up to
the finish.

The 13 on board, skippered by Doug
Nicholls with Tony de Winton as

Mate, enjoyed the good sailing of a
moderate West breeze & fair weather.
Fine sights of barges under sail were
seen, some rather closer than usual

because of the close racing and some

great photo opportunities were
shapped up.

As ever, the end of race do was good For more photos of Barge Matches, see

at the Pin Mill sailing club, with a fine
buffet laid on and a chance for many
old friends to meet. After the awards,
Officer of the Day Mick Lungley
mentioned how sad it was that one
barge couldn’t take part because of
lack of a crew and he appealed to all
to encourage especially younger
people to get involved, to ensure the
continued sailing of Thames Barges.
A very good event and if you've not
sailed it well worth getting your name
down quick next year.

Overall Winner was Edme, who was
also 1st over the line and 1st round
the outer mark in the Bowsprit Class.
Mirosa was 2nd with Adieu 3rd.
Decima won the Unrestricted
Staysail Class, followed byRepertor
and Wyvenhoe.

| g, . 1
Top: Pudge looking good!
Above:Winner's Cups aboard Pudge

Right: Reminder and Ardwina race
for the outer mark.

Below: Six Barges raft up off Pin Mill

in the evening sun.

www.nigelpepperphotography.co.uk
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R Thames Match AN
1 12th July

iAnother Match with good winds and
! close racing.

‘Centaur was 2nd over the line in the!
i Coasting class, behindGladys who |
. was also 1st round the outer mark i
i before having to retire. Thistle took !
! 1st place in the class.
i Repertor took the honours in the
1
1

Staysail class fromWyvenhoe and
Greta.

The fastest barge over the course

was Marjorie and her crew were
 awarded the Best Seamanship prize
itoo. May and Adieu followed her in.
' Thanks to Mike Wignall for the
\ results. K
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Photo: Phil Chatfield




SAILING SEASON

Booking Update

Rather than simply publish a list of vacancies, this | Trip [ Month Days From/To Trip Description
month | have decided to alter the format and | No-
simply say that of the 11 remaining trips planned 12 25/26/27 Ipswich Blackwater Match & Passages
for the season, SIX of them are in danger off 13 | Aug ek Ipeimar S AOTED
cancellation due to poor take up. No trip will run |14 08/09/10/11 Ipswich Swale Match & Passages
if it does not have at least 8 takers, and those whol—X 16/17 Ipswich _Sutffolk Rivers
have booked on a cancelled trip then will be 16 22/23/24/25 'pSW!Ch . Rivers Ore 8.‘ Deben
offered alternative dates. 17 30/31 Ipswich River Stour & Mistley Quay
18 Sep 06/07 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers

. | 19 13/14 Ipswich/Maldon Coastal Passage & Taxi
Trip 1_1 has already be_en cancelled and we are sti >0 50771 ~aidon Eesox Rivers
early in the season. Trips 13, _15, 17,18, 20 and Z—7 57128 NVialdon Essex Rivers inPudge
are those at risk - don't leave it too late to book asf—5 Oct 04105 Maldon Essex Rivers inPudge
the decision to cancel has to be taken three week{—3 T/ Maldon Eosex RVers

prior to the sailing date .

You will have seen over the years how difficult it is to maintain and crew two Barges. Having people come sailing serves
two purposes: firstly to keep interest alive and pass on skills, and secondly it's what keeps us afloat financially. Maybe
this is a temporary problem as we tighten our financial belts or do we have to face the possibility that there is not
enough demand to keep our Barges running? Please prove me wrong - and keep the barges sailing both this year and
in the future - and fill these trips (and bring a friend or two). Andrew Berry, Crewing Secretary

OTHER NEWS

Stickers and Mugs...

As I'm sure you know, this year is the Trust's 60th anniversary. To celebrate
the occasion, we have produced an attractive souvenir mug with the Trust logo
in full colour on one side and “TSBT, celebrating 60 years 1948 — 2008" on the
other. These will be available for sale on Centaur and Pudge or direct from the
Sales Officer at the very reasonable price of £4.99 plus £1.50 p+p. This is a
strictly limited edition so, to avoid disappointment, place your orders now!

Enclosed with this newsletter, you will also find a free car window sticker.
Please display this proudly. The more we can publicise the Trust, the more
people will be encouraged to make enquiries and hopefully come sailing. They
may even decide to become members!

Peter Holmes, Sales Officer

Good Mates...

Congratulations to Alaina Winder who has now finished training and joins our list of Duty Mates.

Alaina has been training hard for some three years and she is a most welcome addition to the ranks. She will be well
known to most of the sailing members.

The Trust is always looking for Mates: it is often financially prohibitive to hire external Mates and we have only had 3
new Mates qualify since the year 2000. Many more have started the training, but the fall out rate has been high so its
particularly pleasing that Alaina's skills has been recognised in this way.

Being a Mate involves a lot more than merely knowing which rope to pull and when - although this is a complex subject
in its own right. You'll learn to know both barges inside out, where things are kept and where all the switches are. Most
importantly, you are also host to the rest of the crew and responsible for their safety and general well being, ensuring
everyone enjoys their trip. A large part of the job is passing your knowledge on to those you wish to understand how to
sail a barge and to involving the rest of the crew as much as possible. You need to be able to sail about once a month
during the season to keep your hand in and to ensure you do not forget everything you were taught last time!

If anyone believes they have the aptitude and commitment to train as a Mate, please contact Paul Curtis and ask to be
considered for a Trainee Mate's position. Andrew Berry



OTHER ITEMS

Decisions, Decisions...

It's coming to that time of year when the Committee start to think about the
next AGM and there are many issues which are pressing for attention: Pudge
is still in need of a lot of work, so fundraising is of particular urgency; both
barges need winter working plans outlined; the website needs an overhaul;
crew need to be recruited and trained; a sustained membership drive needs to
be organised and run... the list goes on.

There are many roles which need to be taken up and decisions made in order
for the Trust to survive. The Committee members will be discussing this in
their next meeting and will report back to you, but in the meantime, if any of
you have comments or suggestions or are willing to take an active part in
running the Trust, please do get in touch. Your help could make a real
difference.

Journals Available

Over the past months, either by donation or purchases made, | have various

copies of the TBSC Journals published between the Winter of 1971 and 1976. |
also have copies of the Journal predecessor 'Spritsail' for Winter 1948 and

Autumn 1950. They make interesting reading in respect of the Club's early

days. If any members are interested in purchasing them, please get in touch by
email for details of availability and costs.

Roger Newlyn  RogerNewlyn@aol.com

FUNDRAISING

20ne Hundred2 Club Results

As further proof, if it were needed, of
the difference made possible by your
fundraising, Terry  O’'Sullivan

comments following a recent trip:

3rd: £10 2nd: £20 1st: £50

The wind was hard onto the quay
when we left Maldon. Maybe
substitute 'springing' for bumping.
After the short sleep at Osea we
actually managed to get down to the
Bench Head even against the early
flood. Pudge wouldn't have got that
far before the rebuild. She is certainly
a pleasure to sail now.

May Andrew Berry | S.J.Colgan Vince Webb

Glen
Fenemore-
Jones

Chris

L Chipchase

Fritz Fry

STAY IN TOUCH

Charter Secretary: David Gibson
01621 893674
charters@bargetrust.org

Submissions Useful Contacts

Particularly out of season, we are in Chairman: Brian Dawson Archive and Newsletter: Alison Mercer

need of articles, pictures, poems,
sketches etc. for the newsletter. Do
you have something you'd like to
share?

If you have, you can send it via e-
mail or post: see contacts below. I'm
happy to type up handwritten or
typed copy and scan photos or other
pictures. If you'd like something
returned, please supply a S.A.E.
Please don't post anything valuable
or precious!

Membership: Jane Dawson
8 Birch Close, Ely, Cambs. CB7 4TJ
01353 614096

Secretary: Gary Butler
High View, Tuddenham Lane,

Witnesham, Ipswich . IP6 9HL

Crewing Secretary: Andrew Berry
29 Northney Rd., Hayling Island, Hants.
PO11 OND
02392 469139 (before 9pm please)
crewing@bargetrust.org

Gamma Cottage, Kerridge's Cut, Mistley.
CO11 1T
01206 395780
ali.mercer@bargetrust.org

Sales Officer: Peter Holmes
3 Beacon Hill, Maldon, CM9 6HR
Tel: 01621 854108
peter.holmes@virgin.net

Social Secretary: John Morgan
5 Mendip Road, Farnborough
Hants. GU14 9H.

www.bargetrust.org
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