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John Morgan writes. The six mile sponsored walk from Maldon
Quay to Heybridge Basin and back, organised by the Thames
Sailing Barge Trust, was enjoyed in bright sunshine by 35 entrants.
A small last-minute change to the course had to be made, to bypass a flooded
part of the Chelmer Canal towpath.

We were very pleased that the Mayor of Maldon, Mr. John Almond accepted
our invitation to be present at the finish, especially as the RNLI was the
Mayor’s chosen charity for his year in office. He greeted walkers as they
crossed the line, awarded a certificate to everyone who completed the course
and thanked them for their contribution to supporting the two charities. 

The start at 10:30 sharp was signalled by a blast on a foghorn from Mr. Brian
Dawson the chairman of the Thames Sailing Barge Trust, and Mr. Maurice
Mumford, chairman of the Maldon and District Branch of the RNLI.  

Jackie Coombes and Brigitta Holmes led the field by 20 minutes. However, we
gather that many walkers suffered
dehydration and found it necessary to
stop halfway at the pubs and cafés in
Heybridge Basin...

A prize of a TSBT fleece or a weekend
sail on a barge for anyone raising more
than £500, has so far been claimed by
Vincent Webb who used the JustGiving
website. We hope there may be others
when the final results are known.

The occasion was enjoyed by all and the
organisers will consider trying it again
next year. The final total of money
raised for the two charities will not be
known until all participants have
contacted their sponsors, but we know
of £800 and we hope to double this
figure. Page 2...

Open DaysThe season is fast flying by, so please
don’t miss your chance to book a
trip. If you can help us build on the
success of the Open Days by
introducing someone new to sailing
too, even better. Every bit of interest
is of value to us...

Ali Mercer

Due to a 'nasty leak' Pudge was not
able to be alongside for the Open
Days last month, but I am pleased to
tell you that this has now been
resolved following a short return visit
to the pontoon at Maylandsea. At the
same time a cavitation plate was
fitted over the propeller and she has
now undertaken the first of the
season’s charters which I am told
went off well.

On Thursday 22nd May Peggy, a long
standing member, achieved the
remarkable age of 100 years and it
was my pleasure to send her
greetings from the Trust.

Some of you will be very well aware
that with her late husband Tom she
owned sb Five Sisters which they had
converted to a yacht barge, details of
which, together with their
subsequent adventures including a
spell in Paris on the Seine, are well
recorded in Peggy’s book of the same
name. After ‘coming ashore’ Peggy
eventually settled in Hampshire
where for a number of years she
undertook talks and slide show
presentations for the benefit of the
then Club.

Whenever I speak to her Peggy
always asks how Pudge & Centaur
are doing and is keen to hear of our
activities.

Happy Birthday Peggy!

COMMENT

BRIAN’S BIT

A Packed Centaur

Mayor John Almond congratulates
a couple of walkers.



A beautiful and busy two days at Maldon.

The sponsored walk and the open days were a great success this
year greatly helped by perfect weather and lots of members being
there to chat up the visitors and encourage them to either join up
or part with a few quid.

Barry Butler and Peter Holmes did very well on the sale of barge trust jackets,
T-shirts etc. They managed to take approx £ 700 over the two days.

At one stage I thought perhaps you had all been a little too generous with all
the cakes that you brought along. Thankfully I was proved wrong and we sold
the whole lot along with copious amounts of tea, coffee and orange squash.

Excluding Barry and Peter's trust sales, the donations, teas, tombola, Jane's
cards and Sarah's knots made a profit of just over £ 800.

We will not know how much the sponsored walk made until all the
sponsorship forms come back at the end of May. We had about 35 people
doing the walk, I for one enjoyed it very much and hope we do it again next
year.

Thank you all very much for your help and I look forward to seeing you again
soon.

Vince Webb 

EVENTS

Sponsored Walk and Open Days

The flags were flying with Centuar
dressed up for the occassion.

Above, Roger Newlyn talks Barges
and books at our information stand.

Below, John Morgan takes a few
moments out to polish Centaurs

brasswork.



It is with very much regret that I have to inform you that Martyn passed away on Sunday 25th May.  He had been one
of our Third Hands until his illness prevented him taking on those duties and he would also have been known to many
of you as our ‘contact man’ for winter working activities in which he was involved to a considerable extent.

I have of course sent our sincere condolences tohis wife Shirley. The Trust will I know be represented at Martyn’s
funeral on 10th June.

Brian Dawson

Martyn sent a message on 23rd March that he wished to be published. Unfortunately it didn’t go in the last
newsletter, so I include part of it here:

I have enjoyed my ten years or so sailing and working.  I have met some very nice people and made some good friends.
Especially to those with whom I have sailed and worked frequently, I give my thanks for friendship, guidance, advice,
help and very good company.

with my very good wishes to you all,
regards,
Martyn Watkins

OTHER NEWS

SAILING SEASON

By the time you read this we will be well into the sailing season. It is only very
rarely that I get feedback on how a trip went, so it was good to receive TWO
notes about the first trip.  There are a number of messages within these notes,
so I reproduce them here so you can share them:

1. Just to let you know we all had a good weekend.  The Skipper and Mate did
a great job and Centaur sailed without any problems on her first trip of the
year. A tribute to those that fitted her out and rigged her after the winter lay
up.   

2. Trip 1 was enjoyable and as suspected there wasn’t much wind - often the
wrong direction. The Mate was able to supply me with lots of interesting jobs
to educate me further in how the barge works. It was fun rowing the barge boat
ashore for the Ewarton pub trip Saturday afternoon. It was a shame though in
such lovely weather not to have a full crew and only 2 members out. Hopefully
you’re busy taking in bookings for the forthcoming trips?

I don’t really need to add anything do I ? Andrew Berry

Trip
No.

Month Days From/To Trip Description Places
Available

7 14/15 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 2
8 28/29 Ipswich Pin Mill Match 0
9 July 05/06 Ipswich Essex Rivers in Pudge 5
10 10/11/12/13 Ipswich Thames Match & Passages 0
11 19/20 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 12
12 25/26/27 Ipswich Blackwater Match & Passages 5
y1 28 Ipswich Youth One Day Sail ?
y2 29/30 Ipswich Youth Two Day Sail ?
13 Aug 02/03 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 10
14 08/09/10/11 Ipswich Swale Match & Passages 1
15 16/17 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 12
16 22/23/24/25 Ipswich Rivers Ore & Deben 9
17 30/31 Ipswich River Stour & Mistley Quay 10
18 Sep 06/07 Ipswich Suffolk Rivers 9
19 13/14 Ipswich/Maldon Coastal Passage & Taxi 7
20 20/21 Maldon Essex Rivers 11
21 27/28 Maldon Essex Rivers in Pudge 0
22 Oct 04/05 Maldon Essex Rivers in Pudge 3
23 11/12 Maldon Essex Rivers 9

Martyn Watkins

Wanted- 
Web Developer
www.bargetrust.com is becoming
an ever more important first point of
contact for us, evidenced by the
number of people at our Open Days
who asked, ‘Do you have a website?’. 

Committee has now decided on a
redevelopment of the site, from
scratch if necessary, into a useful and
interesting site for anyone with an
interest in Barges, coming for a sail
or the preservation work we do.

Here is where we need
someone’s help: as none of our
present Committee or contacts
has the knowledge/software to
put our ideas into practice, do
you, or someone you know,
have the skills to donate?

You would not need to become a
Committee member (although you’d
be welcome), but ideally would be
able to continue to provide support
for the site once complete (enabling
updates). If you’d like more
information, contact David Gibson or
Ali Mercer, details on back page.

Booking Update WWW.WWW.



STAY IN TOUCH

Chairman: Brian Dawson
Membership: Jane Dawson

8 Birch Close, Ely, Cambs. CB7 4TJ
01353 614096

Secretary: Gary Butler
High View, Tuddenham Lane,
Witnesham, Ipswich . IP6 9HL

Crewing Secretary: Andrew Berry
29 Northney Rd., Hayling Island, Hants. 

PO11 0ND
02392 469139 (before 9pm please)

crewing@bargetrust.org

Submissions

Particularly out of season, we are in
need of articles, pictures, poems,

sketches etc. for the newsletter. Do
you have something you’d like to

share?
If you have, you can send it via e-

mail or post: see contacts below. I’m
happy to type up handwritten or

typed copy and scan photos or other
pictures. If you’d like something
returned, please supply a S.A.E.

Please don’t post anything valuable
or precious!

Unless otherwise credited, all copy, photos and artwork are by Alison Mercer

FUNDRAISING

2One Hundred2 Club

Charter Secretary: David Gibson
01621 893674

charters@bargetrust.org

Archive and Newsletter: Alison Mercer
Gamma Cottage, Kerridge's Cut, Mistley. 

CO11 1JT
01206 395780

ali.mercer@bargetrust.org

Sales Officer: Peter Holmes
3 Beacon Hill, Maldon, CM9 6HR

Tel: 01621 854108
peter.holmes@virgin.net

Social Secretary: John Morgan
5 Mendip Road, Farnborough

Hants. GU14 9H.

www.bargetrust.org

Pudge’s ongoing restoration has
depleted our funds greatly over the
past couple of years. Consequently, I
would like to remind you all that you
can help raise extra funds by
becoming a member of the Pudge
“100” Club . Basically, members
donate funds for draw chances for a
year. £12 gives them 1 chance in a
draw every 2 months, where the
prizes are 1st: £50, 2nd: £20, 3rd:
£10. Members can donate in
multiples of £12, which gives them
more chances. This is one way you
can give extra fund-raising help, with
a chance of getting your money back.

If you would like to apply, fill out the
coupon (photocopies acceptable) and
send with cheques where applicable
to:
Mr. T.O’Sullivan,
22 Lonsdale Court,
Pin Green,
Stevenage,
Herts. SG1 5EL

Useful Contacts

I wish to apply for membership of the Thames Sailing Barge Trust
S.B. Pudge “100” Club . I confirm that I am a Trust member and over
18 years of age. I confirm that I have read and am in agreement with
the “100” Club rules.
Please complete in capitals:
FULL NAME.........................................................................................
ADDRESS  ..........................................................................................

..........................................................................................

..........................................................................................
POSTCODE ...................................
SIGNATURE..............................................................
DATE         ...................................
TEL NO.     ................................................

I wish to purchase........chances per month at £1 per chance per
month.
I wish to pay on an annual basis (12 month period) and enclose a
cheque for £......... payable to the: ‘Thames Sailing Barge Trust’.

Rules.
1. The fee for membership of the Thames Barge Sailing Club “100” Club (the “100” Club) shall be £1 per month per share, payable in advance. No member may be admitted
to participate in the draw by chance except after payment.
2. Membership shall be limited to 100 fully paid up members over 18 years of age. Any number of chances may be purchased, but there is no variation permitted to the
monthly subscription.
3. There will be a maximum of 6 draws annually.
4. Prizes will be paid as follows: Bi-Monthly, 1st- £50, 2nd- £20, 3rd- £10.
5. No prize will be paid to any member other than the member holding the winning membership share number.
6. Share numbers are not transferable, but on a member’s default in paying for their draw number when called upon to do so, it shall be withdrawn and may be reallocated
to another member.
7. The draw will take place Bi-Monthly at a general Committee Meeting or at any other time and place as may be decided from time to time. Winners will be paid as soon
as is practicable thereafter and details will be published in the Trust Newsletter.
8. In the event that the membership of the “100” Club is less than 100 members, the promoter shall be entitled toreduce the amounts of the prizes or number of draws
(or both), provided however that in these circumstances the ratio of prize money to subscriptions shall not be affected. In case of any dispute the Committee ruling shall
be final.
9. In the event that demand for membership of the “100” Club exceeds the 100 shares available, an additional 50 shares may be allocated with the proportionate increase
in prize money, or increase in the frequency of the draws.
10. The minimum period of membership is one year.

The S.B.Pudge “100” Club
The object of the club is to raise funds for the restoration of S.B.Pudge.
Promoter: T. O’Sullivan, 22 Lonsdale Court, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 5EL


